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Keystroke	software	free

By	Jason	Taetsch	Keystroke	records	are	made	by	surveillance	software	to	keep	track	of	use	on	a	computer.	Surveillance	software	is	used	by	parents	and	employers	to	make	sure	employees	are	efficient	and	that	children	are	not	visiting	inappropriate	websites.	You	can	delete	keystroke	records	from	your	computer	once	you	have	viewed	them	to	clear	up
some	space	on	your	hard	drive.	Some	programs	may	require	an	administrator	password	from	the	program	to	access	the	files	so	make	sure	you	have	the	username	and	password	information	handy.	Click	"Start"	and	click	the	"Computer"	option.	The	"Computer"	interface	provides	access	to	the	files	saved	on	your	computer.	Use	the	folders	in	the	left
hand	side	of	the	window	to	locate	the	administrator	folder	for	the	software	that	stores	the	keystroke	records.	The	folder	will	likely	be	stored	under	an	unassuming	name	that	is	only	known	to	the	administrator	of	the	software.	Click	on	the	keystroke	files	you	want	to	erase	to	select	them	and	press	the	"Delete"	key.	Alternately	you	can	right-click	the	file
and	choose	"Delete"	from	the	context	menu.	Enter	in	the	administrator	password	for	the	program	if	prompted	by	the	computer.	Close	the	"Computer"	window	and	right-click	the	"Recycle	Bin."	Click	the	"Empty"	option	in	the	list	to	delete	the	keystroke	records	permanently	from	your	hard	drive.	By	James	Wright	Keystroke	software	is	a	malicious	type
of	program	that	records	your	keystrokes	for	others	to	see.	This	type	of	software	is	commonly	used	to	gain	access	to	passwords,	emails	and	other	private	data.	It's	important	to	keep	these	programs	off	your	computer,	but	since	they	typically	run	in	the	background,	hidden	from	view,	they	can	be	difficult	to	locate.	There	are	numerous	online	tools	that
can	help	you	find	malicious	software.	Access	the	Task	Manager	by	pressing	the	Ctrl,	Alt	and	Del	keys	simultaneously,	or	by	right-clicking	your	taskbar	and	clicking	Task	Manager.	You'll	see	a	window	showing	your	currently	running	programs,	as	well	as	the	background	processes	of	your	computer.	Look	for	any	unfamiliar	or	suspicious-looking	names
of	processes	or	programs.	A	list	of	keylogging	software	is	available	on	2-Spyware.com.	If	you	see	any	processes	or	programs	running	you	did	not	approve	(and	are	not	system	processes)	click	them	and	select	"End	Task."	It's	important	to	end	these	processes	as	soon	as	possible.	Check	your	list	of	currently	installed	programs	for	any	suspicious
applications	or	software.	Uninstall	any	you	do	not	want	on	your	hard	drive	and	make	sure	your	computer	has	completely	removed	the	program.	Scan	your	computer	with	an	anti-virus	program	as	well	as	an	anti-spyware	program.	There	are	a	number	of	free	programs	available	on	the	Internet	such	as	Ad-Aware	SE,	SpyHunter	and	Spybot:	Search	&
Destroy.	Restart	your	computer.	Access	the	Task	Manager	again	to	verify	that	none	of	the	programs	are	running	and	that	they	have	all	been	removed	from	your	system.	Nolo	offers	hundreds	of	consumer	friendly	do-it-yourself	legal	products	written	in	plain-English.	Use	Nolo	software	to	create	time-tested	estate	planning	and	business	forms	that	you
can	customize	to	meet	your	exact	needs.	After	installing	the	software	and	selecting	a	form	to	make,	all	you	have	to	do	is	answer	questions	about	yourself	or	your	situation.	The	program	then	produces	plain-English	documents	based	on	your	answers,	complete	with	detailed	state-specific	signing	instructions.	You	can	print	your	form	from	the	program	or
save	it	to	your	computer	as	a	PDF.	And	if	you	have	questions,	Nolo	software	provides	legal	and	practical	help	along	the	way.	Whether	you	are	making	a	basic	will	or	trust,	doing	more	complex	estate	planning,	or	running	a	small	business,	count	on	Nolo	software	to	help	you	make	the	forms	you	need.	There	are	no	products	matching	the	selection.
Updated:	08/02/2020	by	Computer	Hope	Sometimes	abbreviated	as	SW	and	S/W,	software	is	a	collection	of	instructions	that	enable	the	user	to	interact	with	a	computer,	its	hardware,	or	perform	tasks.	Without	software,	most	computers	would	be	useless.	For	example,	without	your	Internet	browser	software,	you	could	not	surf	the	Internet	or	read	this
page.	Without	an	operating	system,	the	browser	could	not	run	on	your	computer.	The	picture	shows	a	Microsoft	Excel	box,	an	example	of	a	spreadsheet	software	program.	Below	is	a	list	of	the	different	kinds	of	software	a	computer	may	have	installed	with	examples	of	related	programs.	Click	any	of	the	links	below	for	additional	information.	Although
application	software	is	thought	of	as	a	program,	it	can	be	anything	that	runs	on	a	computer.	The	table	below	also	includes	a	program	column	to	clarify	any	software	that	is	not	a	program.	Software	Examples	Program?	Antivirus	AVG,	Housecall,	McAfee,	and	Norton.	Yes	Audio	/	Music	program	iTunes	and	WinAmp.	Yes	Communication	Discord,	Skype,
and	Ventrilo	Yes	Database	Access,	MySQL,	and	SQL.	Yes	Device	drivers	Computer	drivers.	No	E-mail	Outlook	and	Thunderbird.	Yes	Game	Madden	NFL	football,	Quake,	and	World	of	Warcraft.	Yes	Internet	browser	Firefox,	Google	Chrome,	and	Internet	Explorer.	Yes	Movie	player	VLC	and	Windows	Media	Player.	Yes	Operating	system	Android,	iOS,
Linux,	macOS,	and	Windows.	No	Photo	/	Graphics	program	Adobe	Photoshop	and	CorelDRAW.	Yes	Presentation	PowerPoint	Yes	Programming	language	C++,	HTML,	Java,	Perl,	PHP,	Python,	and	Visual	Basic.	Yes	Simulation	Flight	simulator	and	SimCity.	Yes	Spreadsheet	Excel	Yes	Utility	Compression,	Disk	Cleanup,	encryption,	registry	cleaner,	and
screen	saver.	No	Word	processor	Microsoft	Word	Yes	Tip	See	our	program	definition	for	additional	examples	of	computer	programs.	How	do	you	get	software?	Software	can	be	purchased	at	a	retail	computer	store	or	online	and	come	in	a	box	containing	all	the	disks	(floppy	diskette,	CD,	DVD,	or	Blu-ray),	manuals,	warranty,	and	other	documentation.
Software	can	also	be	downloaded	to	a	computer	over	the	Internet.	Once	downloaded,	setup	files	are	run	to	start	the	installation	process	on	your	computer.	Free	software	There	are	also	a	lot	of	free	software	programs	available	that	are	separated	into	different	categories.	Shareware	or	trial	software	is	software	that	gives	you	a	few	days	to	try	the
software	before	you	have	to	buy	the	program.	After	the	trial	time	expires,	you'll	be	asked	to	enter	a	code	or	register	the	product	before	you	can	continue	to	use	it.	Freeware	is	completely	free	software	that	never	requires	payment,	as	long	as	it	is	not	modified.	Open	source	software	is	similar	to	freeware.	Not	only	is	the	program	free,	but	the	source
code	is	also	available	to	everyone.	Installing	and	uninstalling	software	How	to	install	software.	How	to	uninstall	software	in	Windows.	How	do	you	use	computer	software?	Once	the	software	is	installed	on	the	computer	hard	drive,	the	program	can	be	used	at	any	time.	On	a	Windows	computer,	a	program	icon	is	added	to	the	Start	menu	or	Start
screen,	depending	on	your	version	of	Windows.	How	to	maintain	software	After	the	software	is	installed	on	your	computer,	it	may	need	to	be	updated	to	fix	any	found	errors.	Updating	a	program	can	be	done	using	software	patches.	Once	updates	are	installed,	any	problems	that	may	have	been	experienced	in	the	program	will	no	longer	occur.	How	is
software	created	and	how	does	it	work?	A	computer	programmer	(or	several	computer	programmers)	write	the	instructions	using	a	programming	language,	defining	how	the	software	should	operate	on	structured	data.	The	program	may	then	be	interpreted,	or	compiled	into	machine	code.	How	do	I	create	a	computer	program?	When	I	save	a
document,	is	that	file	also	considered	software?	When	you	create	or	edit	a	file	using	software	—	a	Microsoft	Word	document,	for	instance,	or	a	Photoshop	image	—	that	file	is	considered	a	software	"resource"	or	"asset."	However,	the	file	itself	is	not	considered	"software"	even	though	it	is	an	essential	part	of	what	your	software	is	doing.	What	was	the
first	piece	of	computer	software?	The	first	software	program	that	was	held	in	electronic	memory	was	written	by	Tom	Kilburn.	The	program	calculated	the	highest	factor	of	the	integer	218	=	262,144,	and	was	successfully	executed	on	June	21,	1948,	at	the	University	of	Manchester,	England.	The	computer	that	held	that	program	was	called	the	SSEM
(Small	Scale	Experimental	Machine),	otherwise	known	as	the	"Manchester	Baby."	This	event	is	widely	celebrated	as	the	birth	of	software.	How	expensive	is	software?	The	price	for	certain	applications	can	vary	widely.	For	example,	there	are	games	on	Steam	that	go	for	less	than	$5	and	advanced	programs,	such	as	Cinema	4D	Studio,	can	cost	more
than	$3,500.	Application,	Computer	abbreviations,	Firmware,	Hardware,	Maxwell	Newman,	Software	Copyright,	Software	engineering,	Software	terms,	System	software,	Ware	Why	would	I	waste	your	time	writing	about	a	product	that	doesn’t	work?	Because	there	is,	however	small,	a	need	for	it.	And	maybe	some	enterprising	soul	will	create	one	that
does	work,	and	support	it	properly.The	device	in	question	is	called	CompuSafe.	You	plug	it	into	your	keyboard	port,	and	your	keyboard	into	CompuSafe.	Its	job	is	to	create	keystroke-by-keystroke	encryption,	so	that	if	anyone	is	running	a	keystroke	logger	or	Trojan	that	captures	your	keystrokes,	all	they	see	is	garbage.	The	little	box	contains	encryption
hardware,	and	communicates	with	a	driver	that	decrypts	the	keystrokes	so	that	your	applications	can	understand	them.CompuSafe	is	from	Safe	Technology	Co.	Ltd.	(www.esafetek.com).	The	company	has	a	Web	site,	but	none	of	it	is	in	English.	Basically,	you	can’t	buy	this	product	unless	you	speak	Korean.CompuSafe	sounds	good	on	paper,	but	has	a
couple	of	shortcomings.	First,	it	assumes	that	the	CompuSafe	driver	will	load	first	or	deeper,	so	that	the	keystroke	logger	sees	the	characters	before	they’re	decrypted.	Second,	it	offers	no	defense	against	spyware	that	simply	takes	snapshots	of	the	screen.I	tested	CompuSafe	on	a	Dell	4100	running	Windows	XP,	and	matched	it	against	WinWhatWhere
Investigator,	one	of	the	best-known	and	most	comprehensive	keystroke	loggers.	W3I	also	captures	screenshots.	The	CompuSafe	installation	was	uneventful.	An	icon	in	the	system	tray	showed	whether	CompuSafe	was	in	secure	mode	or	not,	and	a	pair	of	LEDs	on	the	unit	tell	you	when	it’s	getting	power	and	when	it’s	in	secure	mode.CompuSafe’s	pop-
up	menu	has	only	two	choices:	turn	encryption	on/off	and	turn	on	keyboard	hooking	alert.	This	latter	function	is	supposed	to	tell	you	if	some	other	device	or	process	is	hooking	the	keyboard	interrupt	or	driver.	I	turned	the	hooking	alert	on,	then	started	and	stopped	WinWhatWhere	Investigator.	No	alert.	I	uninstalled	and	reinstalled	W3I.	Still	no	alert.
With	CompuSafe’s	encryption	turned	off,	my	keystrokes	appeared,	as	you	would	expect,	in	W3I’s	log.	With	it	turned	on,	I	got	this:\N\o\w\	\i\s\	\t\h\e\	\t\i\m\e\	\f\o\r\\a\l\l\	\g\o\o\\d\	\m\e\	\t\o\	\c\o\m\e\t\o\	\t\h\e\	\a\i\d\	\o\f\	\t\h\e\i\r\\p\a\r\t\yNot	exactly	the	master	of	deception,	is	it?	I	uninstalled	W3I	again	and	installed	a	no-name	key	logger	that	I’d	gotten
from	a	hacking	site	some	time	back.	This	time,	the	log	showed	normal	text	when	the	CompuSafe	was	turned	off	and	gobbledygook	when	it	was	turned	on.	But	the	system’s	response	to	keystrokes	was	sluggish,	and	it	would	miss	some	entirely.W3I	was	clearly	snagging	its	keystrokes	someplace	further	downstream	than	CompuSafe’s	driver,	closer	to	the
applications,	but	it	was	also	picking	up	all	those	backslashes,	perhaps	from	CompuSafe’s	decryption	process.How	Paranoid?You	have	to	be	pretty	paranoid	to	install	a	piece	of	hardware	whose	sole	purpose	is	to	defeat	key	loggers.	And	if	you	use	a	laptop,	the	device	is	pointless.	It	would	make	more	sense	to	run	Who’sWatchingMe	(www.trapware.com)
periodically	to	see	if	you’re	being	logged,	and	then	clean	the	logger	off	the	system.	Good	software	programs	for	small	offices	include	Microsoft	Word,	Skype,	Gmail,	Basecamp	and	QuickBooks,	among	other	popular	options.	Small	business	management	software	programs	are	often	bundled	as	suites,	which	are	packages	that	come	with	multiple
programs.	However,	programs	are	also	available	individually	so	small	companies	can	pick	and	choose	the	specific	software	that	meets	their	unique	business	needs.	A	typical	small	office	can	benefit	from	using	a	combination	of	word-processing,	communication,	management	and	accounting	software	programs.	Word-processing	software	is	essential	for
drafting	a	wide	range	of	document	types,	from	reports	to	marketing	plans	to	letters.	It	allows	users	to	write	and	format	text	that	can	be	saved	as	document	files	for	later	use.	Photo	Courtesy:	Gabrielle	Henderson/Unsplash	Microsoft	Word,	available	as	part	of	the	Microsoft	Office	suite,	is	one	of	the	most	intuitive	and	widely	used	word-processing
programs.	In	addition	to	the	ability	to	create	written	text,	Word	incorporates	functions	such	as	spell-checking,	a	thesaurus,	layout	templates	and	various	formatting	options.	Google	Docs	is	similar	to	Word	in	terms	of	functionality,	but	it’s	part	of	Google's	web-based	Drive	suite,	so	it	operates	solely	online	instead	of	as	a	downloadable	program.	Users
can	share	and	collaborate	on	documents,	making	edits	that	are	visible	in	real	time	when	a	file	is	open	in	an	internet	browser	window.	Docs	automatically	saves	changes	and	can	export	documents	in	a	variety	of	file	formats.	Both	the	Office	and	Drive	suites	also	provide	programs	that	support	spreadsheets	(Microsoft	Excel	and	Google	Sheets)	and
presentations	(Microsoft	PowerPoint	and	Google	Slides).	Communication	software	allows	employees	to	stay	in	touch	with	one	another	and	with	clients,	customers	and	other	points	of	contact	—	both	in	the	office	and	while	telecommuting.	This	small	business	management	software	may	allow	users	to	host	virtual	meetings	with	video	conferencing,	make
voice	calls	over	the	internet	or	engage	in	text-based	chatting.	Photo	Courtesy:	Headway/Unsplash	Popular	communication	software	programs	include	Skype,	which	provides	video	chatting,	text	chatting	and	voice	calling	between	digital	devices,	and	TeamViewer,	which	allows	users	to	conference,	share	desktop	views,	transfer	files	and	remotely
operate	devices.	Email	clients	are	also	important	for	communication;	popular	programs	include	Microsoft	Outlook,	Gmail,	Apple	Mail	and	Mozilla	Thunderbird.		Management	software	programs	come	in	several	different	forms	to	help	small	offices	guide	and	keep	track	of	ongoing	objectives,	such	as	updating	and	monitoring	databases	or	tracking
progress	on	multiple	projects.	Project-management	software	typically	allows	users	to	add	different	projects,	create	task	lists	and	timelines	within	individual	projects,	collaborate	on	the	projects	and	schedule	meetings	and	deadlines	on	an	internal	calendar.	Most	of	these	programs	are	cloud-based,	so	they	update	in	real	time	and	users	can	access	the
platforms	from	anywhere	online.	Trello,	Asana,	Basecamp	and	Zoho	Projects	are	popular	programs	that	meet	most	small	business’	needs.	For	access	to	the	software	programs’	full	range	of	features,	it’s	typically	necessary	to	pay	for	a	subscription.		Photo	Courtesy:	Wallpaper	Flare	Accounting	software	programs	help	small	businesses	manage	finance-
related	tasks	like	payroll	and	taxes.	They	can	be	ideal	for	small	companies	that	don’t	have	dedicated	accounting	teams,	but	some	accounting	programs	also	include	additional	features	that	are	geared	toward	specific	business	needs,	such	as	inventory	tracking	and	automatic	invoicing.	Choosing	an	accounting	program	is	one	area	where	it’s	particularly
important	to	consider	the	type	of	small	business	it's	for	and	what	the	company's	day-to-day	operations	are.	Photo	Courtesy:	Wallpaper	Flare	QuickBooks	Online	is	one	well-known	accounting	program	for	small	businesses.	With	several	different	pricing	tiers	available,	QuickBooks	supports	multiple	users	and	includes	features	like	inventory	tracking,
low-stock	alerts,	invoice	management,	sales	tax	tracking,	payroll	and	tax	tracking,	among	others.	Wave	is	another	software	option	that’s	best	suited	for	service-based	businesses	that	don’t	carry	inventory.	This	small	business	management	software	streamlines	invoicing	of	vendors	and	customers	and	can	run	a	variety	of	financial	reports.	Xero	is	a
cloud-based	program	that	makes	quick	work	of	tracking	invoices	and	purchase	orders,	managing	payroll,	monitoring	expenses	and	employee	hours,	and	creating	financial	reports.	Xero	also	integrates	with	over	700	different	apps	to	simplify	everything	from	sending	proposals	to	clients	to	distributing	payments	via	PayPal.
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